Hurvival

outalive:
benighted

Soon we

both stopped
shivering, and
neither of us
could feel our
feet. Matt turned
tome. “Tommy,
we could die
outhere”
-Tommy
Hendricks

InNovember2016, Tommy
Hendricks(right),19,and
Matthew Smith (left), 18,
suffered frostbiteand
hypothermiaonColorado's




outalive

>
Matt and I were halfway
up1,200-foot Cross
Couloir, on Colorado’s
14,009-foot Mt. of the
Holy Cross, when the
stormrolled ina day
early. That’s when we
knew we were screwed.

‘Twodaysprior,the forecasttolda
differentstory. There wasaclear weather
‘window within our ColoradoSpringshigh
school's Thanksgivingbreak-oneof our
only opportunitiestotickoff Mt.of the
Holy Crosstogether. We'dalready bagged
severalof Colorado's Fourteenersinwinter,

The boys recovering in the University of
Colorado hospital; the Cross Couloir;
Matthew's toes, two weeks after the rescue.
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Belowtreeline, we pickedupatrailin

Icouldn't help thinking about how my

parents would react tonews tt

overnight.

32 onzos

thatour deliriousmindsmay ha
playingiricksonus. Wefollowed b ralls
throughtheforest, turning hereandthere
asthecompassdictated, but wealways

‘Triangle: Ironin the rocks can throw of
‘magneticinstruments, and our compass
wastakingusincircles.
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