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M o s t  b o m b e r

VE NTURE 
PARAGON  
SPLITBOARD

 OUR TAKE Don’t want to worry 
about babying your board? The 
Paragon is built to handle the 
rough stuff. Its eco-friendly castor 
bean topsheet doesn’t chip as 
easily as the polyester material 
found on most resort boards, 
and P-Tex sidewalls shrug off 
nicks and scrapes. “I raked this 
thing over rocks and rammed it 
through tight trees for a season, 
and it barely has a scratch on it,” 
one tester says. Ding: It’s heavy.

THE DETAILS TX30 fiberglass 
aligns the fibers more vertically 
along the board (30 degrees, 
rather than the usual 45) to 
increase torsional flex but retain 
stiffness. This makes the board 
nimble, yet powerful enough to 
bust through crud. With a tradi-
tional camber  (good for touring) 
and slight tail taper, it’s more 
playful than you’d expect. China 
clips make transitions easy.  

TRAIL CRED “Dropping into a 
steep, icy couloir would normally 
give me pause, but this board’s 
stiffness gave me confidence,” says 
one Colorado mountain guide.
$889; 7 lbs. 10 oz. (160); 156, 
157, 160, 161, 165, 166, 170; 
venturesnowboards.com

B e s t  p o w d e r  s u r f e r

N EVE R SUM M E R 
SWI FT SPLIT

 OUR TAKE This board is vir-
tually unsinkable,” our tester 
raved after a month of riding the 
deepest snowfall ever recorded in 
Crested Butte, Colorado. Credit 
the tapered shape and the wide, 
early-rise nose for keeping the 
Swift Split on top of the soft 
stuff. The banana-rocker profile 
and a swallow tail made harvest-
ing low-angle powder a dream, 
but having less edge contact 
makes this board a bit squirrelly 
on hardpack.  

 THE DETAILS The Swift Split 
has a medium-stiff flex and 
laminated dampening strips 
between the core and topsheet, 
which make it a bit more stable 
in choppy, firm snow than most 
boards with this profile. The 
rocker between the feet helps ini-
tiate snappy turns. Downer: The 
heavy weight and banana rocker 
make it less efficient for long 
tours, and it’s pricey for a special-
ist board.

TRAIL CRED “Snow slides right 
off the carbonium topsheet,” our 
Colorado tester says. “It shed light 
flakes with the flick of a board, 
saving significant weight when 
going uphill.”
$1,000; 7 lbs. 15 oz. (162);  157, 
162, 167; neversummer.com

B e s t  v a l u e

SIGNAL SPLIT

 OUR TAKE When cost is your 
biggest barrier to entry, Signal’s 
subscription program is the solu-
tion. The total price is about as 
low as it gets for splitboards, 
and you can pay in monthly 
installments of $55 (no inter-
est; all sales direct from Signal). 
As for the board itself? It rides 
better than the price suggests. A 
medium flex means easy turns, 
and while the Split didn’t excel in 
any one category, it comfortably 
handled varied snow in moderate 
steeps across the entire mountain. 

 THE DETAILS The directional 
twin shape is similar to what 
resort riders are used to, and the 
light paulownia and poplar core 
adds to the Split’s playful feel. 
Tradeoff: With its lighter con-
struction, this board is not meant 
for hard charging in aggressive 
terrain. Normal camber and 
steel edges ably gripped snow on 
uphills.

 TRAIL CRED “Will you be cliff-
dropping on it? No. But for folks 
who splitboard fewer than 20 
days a season, this is an incredible 
starter board,” says one tester.
$599; 7 lbs. 7 oz. (160); 156, 160; 
signalsnowboards.com

M o s t  i m p r o v e d  b i n d i n g

SPARK SURGE

OUR TAKE Spark’s Tesla T1 
puck-and-channel system  has 
been dialed for a few years now. 
The simple design—in which 
the bindings slide along grooves 
in the pucks and snap into ride 
mode, rather than using pins —
eliminates ice obstructions and 
finicky transitions. Spark still 
found room for improvement on 
the original Surge, though: “It 
rides just as well as previous ver-
sions, but now it’s much lighter 
and more durable,” says our 
Alaska tester. The reason? New 
one-piece plastic straps don’t 
absorb moisture or wear down 
like traditional fabric straps. 
Although flexible, they locked our 
feet securely into place and pro-
vided quick response on commit-
ting lines in the Chugach Range.

THE DETAILS The Burton-
made buckles don’t slip when 
you’re cranking them down tight, 
and Spark’s Tesla-compatible 
Ibex splitboard crampons ($100) 
are easy to slip on.

TRAIL CRED “I’m glad the 
‘whammy bar’ extended side tabs 
are now standard on the heel-
riser system,” says one tester 
who guided in the Surge on Mt. 
Rainier in late spring. “They’re a 
snap to deploy with your poles on 
steep, awkward slopes.”
$415; 3 lbs. (m’s M); m’s S-L, 
w’s XS/S, M/L; sparkrandd.com  

Go to backpacker
.com/splitboards 
for the latest on 
splitboard boots. 


