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How French brothers Jean-

- Baptiste and Jonathan Charlet
- e 14 follow the family footsteps
= » by picking their own lines
. Y picking
42

Jonathan Charlt leads the chargs,
‘while bather Jean-Baptista folows,

‘Way on the Algullle Verta far above
Chamonix, France's Argentere Glacier.
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here's enough space in the tram for a cart fill of baguettes. This is France. after all.
and the warm. fresh bread is as indispensible to a ski patroller's daily checklist as
his gurney. spool of rope or bulky trauma bag.

m, and fthe  uphis bagy pant splitboard before
day ummit of Grand Pas
the cold, Babsfol-
iy £t
1o objection to squeezing in Jean-Baptiste "Babs’ Charlet t
Jonathan Douds* Charlet, ~ objects

wide-eyedjournalist.
As the tram rises and espresso breath fogs the plexi-
Jass, a short, Iipsand

jagged spire of the 3.733-meter Petit Dru. In fact, his distant
relative, Jean Esterl Charlet, claimed the very first ascent
n

the gentlemen what they plan tosk.

leatherboots.
‘Thetrio ascends ashuff-peppered apron over a bergschr-

face of the Petit Dru.”

o zdmlmunn ‘They know better Ltlan tocaution these life-

ettherside Halfway up,belowahanging glactated icefall they

o possible in the mountans. 'n:ey alsoknow thatleg-

crooked mustache laughing on the face of Les Drus.
nd

Above the piste, a fresh dusting of powder sits on cold,
crunchy spring snow. Douds (pronounced “Dudes”) hikes

three1
‘withan ice axe in each hand. Just before 2 p.m. Douds drops
into the upper section of the coulolr, floating through a

R

dozen overhead powder turns before
pulling nto the "safe zone’ on the
edge ofan 800-foot vertical drop-off.
Hissiffrainsdown thefaceina white
curtain before Bruchez and Babs fol-
lowtothe secondskiable section—the
hortzontalsiver that dropsthemback
intothemaln coulolr and out fromthe
45-hourmisston.

“Ifelt like I was skiing on clouds
‘with the masstve exposure;” Bruchez
says at the bottom as weall celebrate
the flrst descent of ‘La celnture des
Drus’ in a patch of sun with Comté
cheese and apple sausage. "It was a

trangeand amazing feeling toride n
the middle of a vertical wall that Ive

daughter Lunas stxth birthday, and
he's especially happy tobealive.
‘Afterrappelling down o the Valle

Charlet, whod been watching them
climb the line with binoculars from the valley
floor. He might as well be saying, ‘So, what did.
youdoinschooltoday.boys? A, s, Iremember
‘when I didthat yearsand yearsago®

He Kisses and congratulates them with a
leathery smile until they show him Douds's
1Phonephotos of e thinshelf of snow they rode,
perched above certain death. Jean-Franck gri-
maces with each swipe through the camera roll.
“Too extremme for me; he says.Iwas up there for
rock climbing, notto skithis”

And so goesthe Charlet family paradox-five gen-

So goes the Charlet family paradox—five generations of
alpinists pioneering routes in the birthplace of mountaineering
‘while the latest generation retraces these lines with a
more modern. gravitational approach: snowboarding.
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1n 1938 after many first ascents on the Alguille Verte.

During World War L,

of

outtheface

snowboarding Justthree days before thebrothers  on e T e rondiatnes,Joan Pa Crarle
b the Washbum 109

Line, which Bradford Washburn opened up in 1929

Jean-Franck himself hasan cefall named after him on

prestigious

The uld 3
Doards onthelr feet. on Instagram, "than to pay tribute to the ploneers of
[TopLefy
Nathan Wallace 1s an American Who's spent two. closecio fid el bons ey
trained on the rock towers, ndges and hamonix, honor- GET S I
steep coulors for which Chamontx s known. But the  arylocal and watching Babs and Douds grow up."Much S oG Coapa i es]
o T e e e e o moun- Leftto

thetrforefathersfirst climbed o
abela et Sraon sade [ i e et
!

tain climbing was an extension of the ultra wealthy
class he explains. "Barons or dukes would want to

ight: Jean-Franck. Jean-
Baptise and Jonathan.

Chirlet i Jamiary 1576 Thebrothers geat greatuncie

involved. Look at Tethemost

traverse of Les Drus

B

ca tool In each hand.



‘The earliest mountain explorers of this region
‘were 18 century farmers herdingtheir cows ntothe
valleys with wool socks on thelr hooves to cross the
abrasive glacier snow. That's when they discovered
Inidescentcrystals burled in tight caves called ‘ovens™
scattered across mountain faces. Chamonix’s first
alpinists were farmers turned crystal diggers, climb-
Ingorrappellngthousandsof feet on sheerrock faces
‘with primitive equipment to harvest these valuable
treasures. When tourists first arrived in the valley

still scour the mountatns for crystals, hunting the
thrill of discovery and extra inoome. Jean-Franck's
Iiving room is littered with crystals gfant and small

55-degree bootpack to a cliff wall to check for shiny
rocks. Crystal digging goes hand tn hand with the
alpinism that runs thick through their Charletblood.

But when Babs (40) and Douds (34) were kids
Browingup In the'80s and 205, all they wantedto do
‘was skateboard. Any timethey were I Paris or Lyon
or even smaller cities, Babs would be skating, and

‘werenit, he was dreaming of pavement In
1991 Babs was12and snowboarding was transitioning
from aslalom racing sport to freestyle and halfpipe,
50 JeanFranck put him on aboard. He very quickly
started winning; Jean-Franck says while wearing his
old woolen gulde facketand hat ‘He wasthe cnly one
doing 7203 and by 16, he was junior world champion”

‘At the time when everyone was expecting Babs
torock climbandbecome a mountaln gulde. he was
Ditting ratls and transitions, going on to compete
the1998 Olympic halfpipe event in Nagano, Japan He
‘now runsasnowboard school n Chamontx.

Babs s still known throughout the Alps for his
smooth riding style, while hyperactive Douds was
always the wild breakdancing little brother in tow.
His baffling flexibility makes him catlike in the ar,
but a freestyle obsession brought many injuries to
his wrtsts, ankles and knees, and he never becamea
‘world champlon or Olympian. He did, however, capt-
talize on the home field advantage of a 2013 Freeride
World Tour stop in Chamonix, where he took first

big alrs on 60-degree slopes certainly helped him
‘eam these titles. But youneed both technical skills
and some nerve to throw a 360 on the Alguille du
Midfsnorth face, especally onthe high-consequence
Col du Plan that enters above a massive serac and
dropshundredsof feetbesideatight coulolr equiring
severalrappelsto exit

Vivan Bruchez and the Charlet brothers work
thelr way across a bergschrnd on the Petit
Druen route to -La cainture des Drus.”



[T0p Left]Jean-Franck Charlet's
Journal it notes and photos on
i

“Babs has the best style in the world. but Douds is just

ike having a combina

n of Jeremy Jones. Xavier de Le

Rue. some badass alpinist and Terje Hakonsen.”

T know exactly where [anj avalanche will be and
how tocutaslope; Doudssays. "The only way toridea

[Top Right] Douds skins toward

“Speedisalso yourfriend, Babsadds.
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seldom Tepeated line with a vertical, mixed bootpack
approach and a protected north factng powder field
above more massive exposure, gaping bergschrunds
and a sketchy serles of traverses and rappels to the

anunsiad fobon ofsnowglsed _ In his 205, Douds got more into rock climbing  Glacler dEnvers de Blatiere They invie metotagalon,
‘oihe sideoithe Pett D and alpinism while working on his nd Envers
rtification the prestt
prze arvested of which Douds looks as
e e b a Chae 1990101994 Tm of this withmy an old, wool button-up, wool blazer type Jacket, wool
i also car-
hands down; says Wallace thetrony  weigh

that Doudsrides old, oftbrand gear and has few spon-
the best style Inthe world, but Douds s

"Hisknack for tradition doesitstopat the wardrobe.
‘After both Douds and Tof palnt the face with smooth,
arcing turns,the extt traverse getstricky and werun out

Just like having a combination of Jererny Jones, Xavier
Le Ru 3

=
singing 2 French reggae song during the 9156 foot

one rope strand running below, the other to the axe’s
spike. then

he and extreme skier Cnnstopne ot Henry madea
gutsy second snowboard nt

that free, pulling it In

of avicious line onthe north face of the Triolet, which
included arappel off the end of a hanging serac in rap-
\diy risingtemperatures.
know the gear more than the serac. It canhold an
O A T T
hind o

withabugh piched AR-ha"

He smiles at the ease of this ultra-classic move,
then holsters the axe ke a sidearm and takes offrid-
Ingswitch down the slushy apton, popping spins and
tweaked-out grabs before pullingup to a towetingock

S R s fs ne e
seracand ] have twokids
‘Today theyTe planning to ski the Pain de Sucre, a
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the scarred grantte face. Crystals!"
he shrieks, pointing up toa small cave of shiny quartz
hundreds of feet above. 'l come back here later and




	1
	2
	3
	4

